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Churchill is a wholly inland LCA that extends eastwards from the foot of the Derryveagh 

Mountains along its boundary over the large still Lough Gartan and undulating fertile 

agricultural lands and lush river valleys towards Letterkenny and northeast towards 

Lough Fern, through higher bog covered lands. The area is framed along the south by 

Cark Mountains and along the east by Croaghmore Mountain. Lakes Nacally and Akibban 

sit just north of Gartan Lough, and all 3 are surrounded by large agricultural hedge and 

tree bound fields; the shores of Gartan Lough retain many elements of a previous estate 

landscape, of note are Glebe House and gardens and at Gartan recreation Centre, both 

of which are set within ‘estate’ parklands. Agriculture is the dominant land use within 

this area of good quality soils and the landscape is peppered with buildings and houses 

associated with farming. Four of the main routes to the west from Letterkenny pass 

through this LCA and connect to a network of county roads that afford good permeability 

and access to the many tourism and recreational facilities within the area, such as Glebe 

House, Fishing on the Lough and the Colmcille Heritage Centre. 

Landscape Character types 
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Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

 

• Churchill LCA has a patchwork geology of quartzite, granite and schist underlying a 

rolling, fertile and agriculturally productive landscape. 

• Gartan Lough is a large Lough covering of 506 acres within the west of this LCA that 

sits below the gentle slopes of the Derryveagh Mountains, serving as a backdrop to 

many views into and out of this area. 

• This undulating, fertile area of hills and valleys has a strong pattern of rectilinear 

improved tree and hedgerow bound fields and roads, with a scattering of associated 

farm buildings and one off residential development that for the most part sit 

comfortably within the landscape. 

• Large pockets of deciduous woodland particularly around Gartan Lough, and 

scattering of coniferous plantations on higher poorer quality lands. 

 

Settlements 

 

Churchill is a small, rural, linear settlement straddling both sides of the R251 east of 

Gartan Lough. 

 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• There is a heavy concentration of Recorded Monuments in this LCA – of particular 

importance is Doon Rock, an inauguration site of the ancient chieftains of Donegal.  

• St Colmcille, one of the patron Saints of Ireland and an important figure in early 

Christianity in Ireland and Scotland was born near Lough Gartan within this LCA. He 

founded over 60 monasteries and churches in Ireland including one at Gartan built 

inside a hillfort.  A number of important remains on this site include the foundations 

of a 10th Century abbey, the ruins of the 16th century St Colmcille’s chapel, a holy 

well, graveyard and two ancient stone crosses. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 8 RPS structures. 

• Glebe House and Gallery are situated on a small projection on the north of Lough 

Gartan in the west of this LCA and set within 25 acres of woodland.  The Regency 

house dating from 1828 was home to the artist and art collector Derek Hill from 1954 

until 1981, when he gave it and his art collection to the Irish state; the house, 

gallery and gardens are now run by the OPW. 

 

Access and Recreation  

• Good vehicular permeability into and throughout this area with the N56 cutting 

through the north, the R255, R251 and the R250 radiating westwards through this 

LCA from nearby Letterkenny. A network of good quality, county roads offer local 

access to the rest of the LCA, particularly within the eastern more fertile area. 

• The Old Donegal Railway line ran north-south through this area, connecting 

Letterkenny to the Coast. 

• Gartan outdoor recreation centre is an outdoor all age learning and training facility 

with onsite accommodation, set in an 87 acre woodland estate located on the 

southern shores of Gartan Lough. 

• The Colmcille Heritage trail loops around most of this area and the Colmcille Heritage 

centre is on the shore of Gartan Lough. 

• The River Leannan runs northeast from Gartan Lough towards Lough Fern, part of 

the ‘River Leannan fishery’ (Salmon and Brown Trout). 

 

Biodiversity 

• Important ecological landscape containing 1,388ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 

SPA), 1,446 of pNHA sites and FWPM catchments. 

• The lush hedgerow and tree bound fields, lanes, and roads together with the long 

stretches of river and streams create important biodiversity corridors throughout this 
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area, that in addition to the areas of mature deciduous woodland and many 

deciduous trees and tree copse, add significantly to the high ecological value of this 

landscape. 

• Lough Gartan and the River Leannan have a high water quality that sustains 

populations of Atlantic Salmon and Brown Trout and which also fall within the 

catchment of internationally important Fresh Water Pearl Mussel population.  

Forces for change 

• Further tourism and recreational developments building on the established base of 

Lough Gartan and the areas of history, culture and ecology.   

• Further one off rural dwellings could be accommodated within the landscape subject 

to LSD. 

• Any developments would have to have careful consideration to the important 

ecological issues as well as the many historical and cultural features that contribute 

to this unique LCA. 

   

 


